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Digital medical record shift gets
Meritel's help

m Company craates methodsfor
secure, accessible electronic
medical Information.

By Meal Haldane
Special to The Datrait Naws

CANTON TOWNSHIP

The Meritel Group sees a lot of
opporiunity helping medical professionals
create electronic health records for their

Momentum for dewveloping electronic
medical recordkeeping appears o be
increasing. Earlier this year, the U.5.
Department of Health and Human
Services accepted standards related fo
electronic health records.

"The acceptance of these standards
provides impetus for our indusiry to move
quickly toward secure, accessible,
natiomaide health information exchange,
which will ultimaiely benefit the delivery of
patient care," said Joyce Sensmeier, vice
president of the Healthcare Information
and Management Sysiems Society.

A recent report from the society urged
the United Siates fo do more to streamline
and digitize medical information.

"Information about health is no mome
sensitive than informafion about personal
finances, yet we can go to any ATM
across the globe and obtain information
from our home bank," the report stated.

"The word has communicated and
created standards for interoperability in
the banking indusiry. We showld do no
less in health care ™

The Gowernment Accountability Office
aglso recently recommended additional
privacy safeguards since the information
will be shared with numerous people and

organizations.

To help doctors and medical personnel
navigate from paper to digiial records, the
Meritel Group offers its Iinformation
technology expertise, said Kalyan
Sennerikuppam, president.

"We become their fechnology partner™
Sennerikuppam said.

"Electronic health records will
become a standard, positive solution
for the medical health care industng"

Wikh its eight LL5. employees and
six programmers in India, the Mesitel
Group can serve as a consultant for
clients on information technology
projects or completely manage their
IT needs, he said.

In addition fo the medical
community, the Meriiel Group has
parinered with nonprofit companies,
construction fams, architects,
engineers and those in the legal
profession to improve their IT
systems and processes.
and small- o medium-sized
businesses, Sennerkuppam said his
company has become proficient with
the technology demands and
solutions that work in those areas.

"Every indusiry uses technology
differentty and there is a leaming
curve fo leamn how the industry uses
the technology and how adaptable

nt Kalyan Salnrll.pp-'n looks over the shoulder of
Jerica Mack as she scans patient re cords into a computer at the Harper
Professional Office Building in Detroit.

= Employees: Eight in the United
States, six in India -
B Information: weew.mertelgroup.com

they are fo that technology,” he said.

The firm already operates offices in
Cleweland, Cincinnati, Toledo and
Hyderabad, India, and would like to
open new locations in Ohio, Michigan,
HKentucky and Pennsylvania.

The company also plans to increase
its programming staff in India so it can
provide lower-cost and more robust
technology solutions to its clients,
Sennerikuppam said.
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